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Dear Parents,

As we reach the end of another half term, I would like to thank all students, parents,
governors and staff for working together to support our students.  Today we bid an
emotional farewell to our Year 11 and Year 13 cohorts. We are very proud of what they have
accomplished and wish them all the very best for the future.  However, we are delighted that
a good number of Year 11 students will be returning to the school after half term as part of
our bespoke transition programme for Year 11 leavers, which prepares them for the journey
ahead in our Sixth Form.

I would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to the following changes that will
be in place from Monday 7th June.  Students have been made aware of the changes, and will
be reminded of them again on their return to school in June.  As restrictions continue to ease,
some operational systems have been reviewed and updated as follows:

Timings of the school day

Ready to Learn 8.50 -9.20

Lesson 1 9.20 -11.30

Lesson 2 11.30 - 13:45

Collective Worship 13.45-14.05

Lesson 3 14.05-15.05

COVID staggered breaks and lunch and finish times

Year Group Break Lunch Finish time

7 & 8 10.45-11.05 12.40-13.10 14:55

9 & 10 11.10-11.30 13.15-13.45 15.05

12 & 13 11.10 - 11.30 13.15-13.45 15.05

https://www.st-cuthbertmayne.co.uk/


Entering and leaving the school site

All students are expected to be on site by 8:40am. Key Stage 3 and 4 students can now enter
and leave the school site via the Trumlands Road or West Hill Road gates.  Please note that
the West Hill Road gate entrance will be locked at 8:45am and the Trumlands Road gate will
be locked at 8:50am.  Both gates will be reopened immediately before the end of the school
day.

Bubble Changes

● Year 7 & Y8
● Year 9 & 10
● Year 12 & 13

Tutor Reading Programme

Ready to learn time is to be extended every morning to accommodate a new programme,
which encourages the whole school community to read from 9am - 9.20am.  This will begin
on Monday 14th June, and is part of a school-wide drive to improve literacy skills for all
students at St Cuthbert Mayne School.

Improving Word Processing Skills

At the moment there is an emphasis on online examinations for both GCSE and A Level
courses, with many trails going ahead.  TES have published the following report detailing the
move to online examinations, it is available here:
https://www.tes.com/news/revealed-how-online-gcse-trials-have-already-begun

The computing department is dedicating a minimum of 15 minutes per fortnight to teaching
KS3 students touch typing skills.  As a school we want to give our students the best
opportunity to succeed if examinations go online in the future.

We are using the following free website https://www.typingclub.com/ students are required
to login using their Google Drive details, to be able to track progress being made.  Please
encourage your child to practise at home and celebrate their progress.

Buildings Update

The £3.6M building project continues to gather momentum and create excitement amongst
students and staff alike!  A significant amount of building works are due to be completed
over the holiday and into the next half term, however robust plans continue to be in place to
ensure that the impact on student learning is minimal.
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Friends of St Cuthbert Mayne School

Rev’d Nathan and the Chaplaincy Team have been working hard to form an association of
stakeholders made up of parents, students, school staff, former students, and any other
individual who is interested in supporting the school. The group will be known as the Friends
of St Cuthbert Mayne (FoSTCM).  Further details were sent home earlier this week, however
if you are interested in finding out more about the project, please feel free to join the
meeting on Wednesday 23rd June at 7.30pm. The details of the meeting are as follows:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89075069441?pwd=SkZxbGRnUUJKRGdWcnUzdnpRZjBGdz0
9
Meeting ID: 890 7506 9441
Passcode: 389042

Despite the restrictions that have been in place for schools, we have enjoyed another
successful half term, with continued improvements taking place.  We have received a high
number of complimentary messages from parents who are sad to see their children leave the
school today. Thank you to everyone who has been in touch, your kind words are always well
received and very much appreciated by the staff here at STCM.

I would like to wish all parents, students and families a restful and enjoyable half term break.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. James Down
Headteacher

- 3 -

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89075069441?pwd=SkZxbGRnUUJKRGdWcnUzdnpRZjBGdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89075069441?pwd=SkZxbGRnUUJKRGdWcnUzdnpRZjBGdz09

