
9

Year

11

Post – 16
Destination

10

Tempo, dynamics, 
musical layers, 

polyrhythm
Interpreting 

Graphic
Scores

Composing to 
an image 
stimulus 

Instruments 
of the 

orchestra

Texture & 
Layers

Arranging Music

Cyclic 
Rhythms

Call and 
Response

Major & 
Minor 
chords

Melodic layers and 
polyphonic texture

What skills do 
we need to 

perform music 
in groups?

12 Bar Blues 
& Walking 
Bass Line

Phase Shift
Phase In / Out

Time 
signatures 
(3/4 and 6/8)

Instruments 
of Folk music

Exploring how 
music sets the 

mood

Exploring music in 
adverts for differing 

target audiences
Creating 
a short jingle

Target 
setting

Performing skills, 
confidence & stage 

presence

Understanding the 
musical elements 
through application and 
listening

DAW skills: Quantization, 
looping, velocities, 

automation, mixing, bouncing 
etc. and creating scores

Applying music to 
create refined 

compositions and 
public performances

Intermediate 
instrumental skills, 
more difficult 
keys, chords, 
rhythms and 
syncopations etc.. 

Confident 
listening and

appraising

Advancing 
performing and 
composing skillsUse of the musical 

elements in more 
complex 
composition

Beginner composition skills

Basic instrumental
skills 

Music at StCM has a strong emphasis on applying knowledge and skills used in practical music 
making.  Students will learn how to listen, create and perform music in a wide range of styles from 

classical, popular and world music traditions. Focus will be on harmony, melody, rhythm, the 
musical elements and will emphasise creativity in performing and composing of music. The 
applications and implications of what we learn permeate throughout the course content.  

Playing 
trickier 
chords

Creating 
music for a 
TV advert

7Building Bricks

How can we read 
rhythms using 
staff notation

What is music 
built from?

Instruments of the 
Orchestra

Using two 
hands 

I’ve Got 
Rhythm

Communicating 
ideas to others

8

More rhythm 
work (strumming 

patterns)

Chord 
charts

Learning 
major and 

minor chords
(harmony)

Off Beat 
Rhythms & 

Syncopations

Call and 
Response

Ensemble Skills

Music Learning Journey

African cultural 
influences and 
the slave trade

Blue Notes/
Blues scales

Hooks & Riffs

Texture: 
melody, chords 
and bass line

Augmentation 
/ Diminution

More retrograde

Notation: 
lead sheets

How can music 
effect a scene, 

mood or 
atmosphere?

Mu
si

c f
or

 
Vi

de
o G

am
es

Exploring all 
composition ideas and 

musical elements 
studied throughout 

KS3

Soundtracks

Learning about 
stylistic features of 

popular music & 
Western Classical 

Tradition since 1910

Sight reading 
skill 

development

Bassline 
self 

assessment

Creating a 
meaningful 

revision routine

Knowledge of 
chords, melodies, 
basslines

Basic Performing skills

Sight reading

Performing
skills

Describing Dynamics, Rhythm, 
Structure, Melody, Instrumentation, 
Timbre, Texture, Tempo, Harmony

Refining group 
performing 

skills

Improvisation

Structure

More texture 
& layers

More 
group-work 
skills

Repetition

Motif / Cell

Creating tension,
Staccato, Dynamics, 
Dissonance, extremes of 
pitch, tempo changes etc..

Music in 
Advertising

Exploring short 
jingles and the 

lyrics behind them

Minimalism

Looking at 
cultural 

influence in 
music

Rehearsal  
techniques,

breaking it down, 
technical exercises 

Developing specific 
specialist  

instrumental / 
vocal skills

Further developing skills studied 
in year 9 to create  riffs, beats, 

major and minor chord 
sequences and melodies and 

using a variety of musical 
elements to create music for set

brief

Understanding and Applying Musical Skills 

Compassion - Integrity - Courage - Creativity

Year 11Ye
ar

 7

Refining 
Composition

Year

Year

Year

Year

Exploring 
Composition Introducing 

GCSE Music

Embedding music 
vocabulary

Musical 
Devices

Linking music 
to a brief

Looking at 
characteristics of music 

through the building
bricks of music

Romantic Period

Jumping 
bass lines

Composing 
character 
themes

Playing legato & 
staccato 
articulations

Reggae 
Arrangements

Folk Music

Chord 
inversions

Creating a 
Folk song 
arrangement

Musical devices: 
pedal, drone, 
ostinato, Alberti 
bass, broken chord, 
arpeggio

Hooks: 
melodic, 
rhythmic 
and lyrical

Riffs

Ostinato

Treble & 
Bass 
clefs

Blues

Variations

Counter 
Melody

Augmentation 
& Diminution

Inversion & 
Retrograde

Major & 
Minor

Samba
Syncopation 
and rhythm 
reading

Types of Latin 
percussion Creating a 

polyrhythmic 
performance

Rhythmic Call 
and Response

Musical layers
(rhythm)

Keyboard 
Skills 

More Hooks & 
Bass Line Riffs

Improvisation

More 
complicated 
key signatures

Staccato 
articulation

Semitones
Refining solo 
performing 

skills

Timbre

More note values 
and pulse work

Uk
ul

el
e

Gamelan
More 

Pentatonic 
Scale in C

Understanding 
Gamelan culture

More 5—finger 
technique

Call and 
Response

More tempo, 
dynamics, 

musical layers, 
polyrhythm

Controlling Tempo: 
Accelerando & 
Ritardando Interlocking 

Melodies (off 
beat / on beat)

More 
treble clef 
notation

Retrograde

More two-
handed playing

Composing riffs, 
motifs, beats, 

Instruments, styles, 
legato, major/minor

Question & 
Answer 
phrases

Notating 
rhythms & 
melodies

More Structure 
& Texture

More motifs

Timbre

More Texture 
& Structure

Q&A / Call & 
Response 
phrases

Instrument 
recognition

Programme 
music

Binary 
Form (AB)

Ternary 
Form (ABA)

16-bar waltz 
composing

Oom Pah Pah 
accompaniment

Note values 
and pulse 

work

AoS 1 & 3 –
Unfamiliar Music

Ao
S

2 
&

 4
 –

W
id

er
 L

is
te

ni
ng

Improvising 
using Pentatonic

Scale in C 

Evaluating work using
musical vocabulary

Identifying musical 
features

More
sight reading

Improvising with 
increasing 
confidence

Developing 
leadership 

roles

TAB notation 

Using extended
musical vocabulary

Establishing 
relationships between 

melody & harmony

Set Work: 
Paul Simon –

Graceland album

Recognising 
unusual 

instrumentsMelodic 
dictation

Learning about stylistic 
features of traditional

music & Western 
Classical Tradition form 

1650 - 1900

More performing 
(expression)

Even more 
performing 
(ensemble)

Refining 
Performances

Creating an 
effective 

rehearsal routine

Completing 
composition 

with 
Programme

Notes

Mock listening 
questions

AoS 1 – Western 
Classical Tradition 

1650 - 1900

Final submission of 
free comp

Set Work: 
Mozart Clarinet Concerto 

in A Major, 3rd mvt

Understanding 
staff notated 

scores

Understanding & following 
performance directions

Making evaluative and 
critical judgements 

about music

Listening & 
Appraising Skills

Revisiting AoS
1 – 4 & both 

set works

Refining listening
and appraising

skills

Submission of all 
coursework

Listening 
exam



How do we know our curriculum is broad 
and balanced?

Our curriculum focusses on 3 different main skillsets 
from the National Curriculum:

• Performing
• Composing
• Listening & Appraising.

Our Curriculum teaches music from different genres, 
classical music in the form of Theme and variation and 
western classical. World music in the form of Reggae, 
Samba drumming and Gamelan music as well as Blues 
music. Popular music styles including Film music, 
Pop/Rock and Video Game music. 

Time is spent on a variety of instruments, with the use 
of music technology being developed in KS3 and used 
extensively in KS4 music too. Listening skills are applied 
in every scheme of work.

What skills/knowledge have you focused 
on?

Performing Composing Listening 

Instrumental 
techniques, finger 

technique, posture, co-
ordination, strumming, 
drumming techniques 

etc.

Creating melodies using 
a variety of scales, keys 

and development 
techniques such as 
sequence, call and 

response, 
countermelody

Recognizing 
instruments

Singing techniques, 
projection, tuning, 
tone and harmony

Creating and developing 
chord sequences, in 

block, inversion and a 
variety of broken forms

Recognizing 
tonality

Playing in time

Using dynamics, tempo, 
duration, keys, texture 
and timbre to create 

moods and atmosphere, 
composing to a brief

Hearing and 
understanding 

musical structure

Playing at a steady 
tempo

Creating beats Comparing 
musical styles

Using Dynamics and 
creating a dynamically 

balanced ensemble 
performance

Creating basslines
Comparing and 

contrasting 
musical elements

Improvisation skills Scoring Hearing layers of 
sound

Stylistic features in 
different music

Composing with specific 
timbres

Hearing vocal and 
instrumental 
techniques

Music reading skills Riffs, loops, modulation, 
dissonance etc..

Hearing the use 
of the main 

musical elements

How does KS3 prepare students for KS4?

All schemes of work in ks3 teach the skills required at 
KS4 and build skills, knowledge and confidence needed 
to complete the composition and performance modules 
in higher level courses.

How are KS3 students assessed?

Students are assessed each half term through musical 
performance or composition tasks interspersed with low 
stakes listening and appraising tasks with a broken-down 
version of ks4 criteria.  The skills assessed are the same.

How do we know our curriculum 
interleaves and builds skills?

Focussing on a range of practical skills that repeat 
throughout KS3 but at a more advanced level each 
year.

For example:

Melodies in year 7 are in the keys with simple key 
signatures (1 flat or sharp).

Chords are based around these keys therefore use non 
chromatic (white notes).

Bass lines are relatively simple in terms or rhythm, length 
or key.

Building Bricks of Music are explored through 
improvisation on rhythm in percussive music.

Melodies in year 8 use more chromatic notes as in the 
blues scale or keys like E and D major.

Chords are based around these keys therefore use more 
chromatic (black keys) and introduce harder chords, 
broken chord patterns/arpeggios.

Bass lines are harder than year 7 in terms or rhythm, 
length or key.

Building Bricks of Music are explored through 
improvisation on pitch in blues music and melodic 
improvisation in blues music.

Lyric writing is based on Blues and requires rhyming 
schemes and structure.

Melodies in year 9 use more chromatic notes as in the 
chromatic scale, harmonies, and more complex rhythm. 

Chords are based around these keys therefore use more 
chromatic (black keys) and introduce harder chords, 
broken chord patterns/arpeggios.

Bass lines are composed in year 9 and beats explored are 
more complex leading to ks4 composition.

Building Bricks of Music are explored through complete 
compositional ideas that create a scene, mood or 
atmosphere.

Lyric writing is based on popular song styles and therefore 
pitch and rhythm requires fitting melody to harmony.

All these skills are then developed further at KS4.

Intent:
To develop learners who can:
•Work well with others
•Work independently to improve skills via hard work and 
problem solving
•Use creative skills and improvise ideas on the spot
•Appreciate a wide range of diverse musical styles

Implementation:
•A curriculum which implements the key skills of listening, 
performing and composing
•A curriculum that gives students a wide range of 
experiences that covers, popular, classical, jazz and world 
music styles
•A practical based curriculum, focusing on group and 
individual skills

Impact:
•Students who are able to join the workforce with creative 
skills, independence, and the ability to work with and lead 
others
•Confident students who are resilient and able to break 
through challenges


