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English KS3 Curriculum

Middle English and Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales - the Father of English Literature

English For Modern England: 
Ben Zephaniah’s Refugee Boy

English For Adventurers - 
Debates, Instructions and 
communication

Elizabethan Theatre and William 
Shakespeare - The Bard’s Most Famous 
Love Story: Romeo & Juliet

C19th English & Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations 
- An author of the industrial age

English for explorers - 
Literature from The 
Grand Tour

English for Survivors - 
Stories from War

The North/South Divide:
Melvin Burgess’ Billy Elliot

Shakespeare Revisited: 
English perspectives of 

difference and 
‘otherness’ 

We begin our journey through the history 
of English with Chaucer, developing KS2 
reading skills to access unfamiliar 
language and obsolete grammar and even 
saxon letters! We study spelling, 
morphology, poetic techniques and 
framed narrative structures.

We develop our journey through the history of English with Shakespeare, 
building on the poetry techniques learned in the Middle English unit to 
access what is still unfamiliar language in Shakespeare’s play. We study the 
plot, characters, language and poetic structure used by Shakespeare to tell 
one of the most enduring love stories of all time. 

We conclude our journey through 
English with Dickens, looking at how a 
newly literature Britain was viewed by 
one of its finest storyteller. We study 
the plot, characters, prose language 
and prose structure used by Dickens to 
entertain a mass audience in the rapidly 
developing industrial revolution. This 
unit is excellent practice for the 
Language GCSE.

We use our first full read-through of a novel to explore how contemporary 
English is ever-changing as a growing number of increasingly diverse 
authors use and adapt it to express themselves and their experiences of 
life in multicultural Britain. We study Standard and Non-Standard English, 
accent, dialect, phonetic dialogue, plot, character and narrative. 

We use our second full read-through of a 
novel to explore how England is split 
across the North/South divide in both 
culture, attitudes, history and language. 
We study Standard and Non-Standard 
English, accent, dialect, phonetic 
dialogue, plot, character and narrative.

We use our second full read-through of a 
Shakespeare play to explore how English 
perspectives towards the rest of the world  are 
evident in the language we use. We study  plot, 
character and narrative, language and 
structure. We aim to become increasingly 
familiar with Shakespeare’s writing style in 
readiness for our study of Macbeth at GCSE in 
the summer of Year 10. 

Mirroring what we will study as part of 
the Poetry Anthology in the GCSE, this 
unit collects an anthology of poetry, 
prose, short stories, diaries and other 
non-fiction texts connected by the idea 
of travel and foreign exploration. 
Comparisons between texts of events, 
ideas, settings and themes prepare 
students for tackling those skills again 
at GCSE, while giving them historical 
contextual knowledge of the British 
elite’s lives and leisure. 

We focus on writing, talking, listening and the power of communicating with 
others through debates, moral conundrums, and team-work activities all 
connected by a theme of survival and endurance. We study a range of 
writing genres and perspectives including instructive, argumentative and 
entertainment in the second person. 

The final unit of KS3 uses a C20th play to document the lives and 
perspectives of survivors. We study stage-craft through stage directions 
and script writing, theatre conventions and the language of a modern 
dramatist. This is a perfect companion to our chosen C20th GCSE drama 
text and adds a lot of discussion material our students will be able to refer 
to when on their GCSE course. . 


